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gress has been more decided. He has now
acquired all the letters.

7th. He is regular, if I may depend upon
his grandmother’s account, in his devotional
exercises. He says his prayers night and
morning, is fond of going to church, and
proves that lie is attentive there, by repeat
ing such parts of the clergyman’s discourse
as a child might be expected to notice.

It only remains to mention, that this boy
has ever been in a state of the most extreme

poverty. He has been indebted to the in-
habitants of the village, for every morsel of
bread he has eaten, and for the rags that

barely suffice to cover his nakedness. He
has never, as far as I know, worn shoes or
stockings, and is seen in winter, as well as
summer, going bare-footed and bare-legged,
without appearing to suffer from the in-

elemency of the weather. 

The paper concludes with some observa-
tions on the causes of organic precocity,
which the writer believes are to be found in
a principle that " pervades the whole func-
tional department of the human system."
The leading functions, mental as well as

bodily, he thinks, may be reduced to

three :&mdash;the constructive, the intellectual,
and the reproductive ; and if any one of the
functions be employed in excess, a corre-
sponding deficiency will be found in the
usual exercise of the others ! 

ANIMALS CONSUMING THEIR OWN F&AElig;CES NOT

CHARACTERISTIC OF RABIES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Your excellent and instructive

pages have lately contained a few commu-
nications relative to rabies in quadrupeds,
tending to show that animals thus affected
consume their own excrement, litter, &c.,
a circumstance which your correspondents
consider as characteristic of that disease.

Deeming this assumption erroneous, it is

simply with a view of preventing any wrong’
impression from being incautiously spread,
that I communicate the subsequent case,
which occurred tome a few years ago, whilst

residing in a different part of the country.
One morning I received a very hasty mes.,
sage to visit a young lady, who had been
bitten by her father’s dog, which was sup.
posed to be rabid. On my arrival, the pa-
tient and her friends were in great trepida-
tion. I expressed a wish to see the dog,
and was accompanied to the stable where
he was kept. The dog was lying on his bed

listlessly, with a dull eye, palpitations, hot
breath, and tongue, which was dry and hot,
half protruded. The dryness might Cave
been occasioned by the action of the atms-

spheric air on the tongue. No symptoms of
fretfulness were manifested. 1 requested
that some water might be given him ; Le
drank most heartily, and appeared in erfry
respect better for it. I saw him again the
following day, when he was considerably
worse, with a wild eye, and saarl1sh; he
died the next day. The post-mortem in-
vestigation was conducted by a friend and
myself. The time which has elapsed since
the examination of the body, prevents me
from giving a detailed description. There
were, however, two remarkable circum-
stances which remain forcibly impressed on
my memory. The stomach was found great.
ly distended, and, when opened, emitted a
most intolerable stench, arising from its con.
tents, which were straw and excrement.

The mucous lining of the stomach pressed
no particular appearance, except that it

might be considered redder than in its natu.
ral state ; this was also the state of the (eso-

phagus. The vessels of the brain and mem-
branes were gorged to the utmost; eitnsto))
had taken place, and every ti ace of active
inflammation having affected the brain, was
apparent. During the delirium of the oil!.
mal, he had, indeed, devoured his own I’xces
and bedding, and indiscriminately any sub-
stance immediately contiguous. I have been
since informed, by an intelligent breeder
and trainer of dogs, that it is no unusual
circumstance for dogs to eat their own dung,
when afflicted by an active disease of the
nervous system.
From these statements, Sir, it is quite

clear, that the fact of animals consuming
their own excrement is neither of peculiar
occurrence nor characteristic of hydropho-
bia. The pig case, communicated by )our
intelligent correspondent of Tickhfll, is evi.
dently, from his own showing, oue of this
description, and not a case of iabies.

I am, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

CHIRUHGCS.
Doncaster, August 18, 189.

SINGULAR RECOVERY FROM A VIOLENT

ACCIDENT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I send you the following as a some-
what interesting case :-Master Y., 
five, a healthy child, was negligently cross-
ing the road on the afternoon of July 29th.
at the time a heavy two-wheel cart was 
proaching at a rapid pace, and which he did
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tot perceive. He was, in consequence,
thrown down by the horse, and placed be-
neath the wheel, which passed over his

body at about the situation of his epigas.
trium. This fact was attested by four per-
sons, present at the time, as 1 shall pre-
Eentlv mention. The child was stunned at

ue moment, and taken to his home, which
was close at hand. I was immediately sent
for and found him crying, perfectly sensible,
and complaining of acute pain, which was
increased considerably on pressure, just be.
reath the floating ribs of the left hypochon-
drium, with considerable tenderness also
over the upper part of the abdomen.
After very careful examination, I found

he was free from dislocation and fracture.
His right cheek was grazed, and his shoul-
der, &c. bruised, but he complained of no
pain on pressure of any part of his spinal
column, the whole course of which I ex-
amined attentively. From the nature of the
accident, I should have suspected this, &ugrave;

priori, to have been the seat of injury, but
I was led to a more minute inquiry respect-
ing its state, by noticing an involuntary dis-
charge (If urine shortly after my arrival.
He subsequently, however, voided it again
at my request, and had the free use, &c. of
his lower limbs. Pulse 120, sharp ; skin

hot; thirsty ; comatose.
Venesection to faintness.
Custor oil and infusion of senna, until
free evacuations are procured.

Twelve leeches to the abdomen and spine.
Saline mixture every two hours.

The child recovered without a bad symptom.

Now, in order to assure myself that the
wheel of the catt really did pass over the
(iiild’s body, I made very particular inqui-
ries of those who saw the accident occur.
Two gentlemen, present at the time, de-
c!ared positively to the mother, that they
distinctly saw the wheel pass over his body,
Mahout the pit of his stomach. A lad, liv-
i,i, h the neighbourhood, of about the age
of 13 or 14, maintained to me, that he saw
the same distinctly. But above all, the
hrotucr of the child, aged about twelve
.ean, in whose care he was sent from
Lr,:M, when questioned by me at the mo-
ment of the accident, yersisted, in the pre-
face of his mother, (of whoae displeasure
!.- was evidently apprehensive,) that such
.lj, the fact, and this at a moment when
the teais he shed sufficiently indicated the
pleasure with which he would have stated
the contrary, had he been able. In con-
clusion, the child himself describes his sen- ’,
sations to have been those of a heavy trunk
laving been placed upon his body, which
leaves, I think, but little doubt of the fact
blinD occurred.

I have dwelt thus long on the evidence
relating to the accident, as alone imparting
an interest to the case, which, with many
others I have witnessed of like character,
has, in my mind, established it as a valu-
able mem., that an accident derives its im-
portance, not from its nature, but merely
from the symptoms consequent upon its

receipt.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.Aug. 10, 1829. K.

MR. KEY’S BROKEN PROMISES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Mr. Key, in his introductory lec-
ture of the last course at Guy’s Hospital,
promised to bestow a prize on the pupil,
who, at a public examination, should
evince the most extensive acquaintance with
surgery. Towards the conclusion of the

lectures, Mr. Key promised to announce the
day for that examination, but he has not
since said a word to his class upon the sub-

ject. This delay of Mr. Key, (now of three
months’ duration,) and his neglecting to

state positively his intention, either to fulfil
his promise, or not give a prize at all, hate
caused two or three gentlemen to remain in
town expressly for the purpose of competing
for what the lecturer had called his reward
for diligence, but they have remained here
three months to no purpose. Had Mr. Key
been the only person connected with this
omission, I should have deemed his conduct
beneath public notice, but I am surprised
that Mr. Morgan should acquiesce in such
unjustifiable conduct. Has he also no re-
spect for his veracity, no wish to requite the
laudable exertions of his pupils? Can lie
also hold forth to young men inducements
to exert themselves to the utmost, disappoint
their expectations, and then consider them
to be not of suthcient consequence to require
an explanation, or an apology? What pupil
will be found another season willing to con-
tend for the prize, when he is informed
of such conduct ? Should Messrs. Key and
Morgan decline giving a prize this year, its
announcement at the next introductory lec-
ture will only be considered as a species of
puff to induce students to enter. It is to be

hoped that the pupils of Guy’s will not

tacitly submit to such conduct, or allow
their rights, both as pupils and gentlemen,
to be thus infringed, without manifesting
some mark of disapprobation.

I remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A SURGICAL PUPIL.

Crosby Row, Aug. 11,


